
 

Statement on the Reauthorization of the Higher Education Act 
November 12th, 2019 

 
On behalf of over 500,000 students across our 14 respective campuses, and for college students across the 
country, the Association of the Big Ten Students (ABTS) demands Congress reauthorize a just and 
equitable Higher Education Act (HEA).  

 
It is our belief, and the belief of an overwhelming majority of bipartisan stakeholders, from college 
administrations, faculty, educators, and students, that postsecondary education - the affordability of it and 
access to it - is in desperate need of repair. We stand firm in our commitment to the principles and 
policies outlined in a Higher Education Act that emphasizes racial and economic equity as part of the 
effort to expand access to a college degree.  
 
It has become increasingly clear that the cost of college goes far beyond the bill from the Office of the 
Bursar, and that many students are struggling to meet their very basic and essential needs. A survey of 
over 86,000 students released in May of 2019 by Temple University’s Hope Center for College, 
Community and Justice indicated that 45 percent of student respondents from over 100 institutions said 
they had been food insecure in the past 30 days. Another 56 percent of respondents were housing insecure 
in the previous year, including 17 percent who reported being homeless.   1

 
We know the burden of affordability is not an isolated concern, but rather a catalyst and agitator for issues 
of physical and mental health, social isolation, and poor academic performance. All of which have a 
statistically significant relationship with college completion rates, persistence, and credit attainment.  
 
The HEA has not been reauthorized since 2008, over a decade ago, leaving it to expire in 2013. 
Reauthorizing the HEA in its most comprehensive capacity is a crucial priority for students across the 
country. As constituents and voters, the students of the B1G 10 charge the Congress with including these 
key priorities: 
 

1) The simplification of the FAFSA and the removal of outdated questions concerning citizenship 
and drug conviction status.  

2) The increase of Pell Grants funding.  
3) Addressing issues relating to Title IX including the damaging changes implemented by the 

Department of Education which endanger students at Universities across the country. 
4) Providing resources to campuses for the purpose of addressing inadequate mental health services, 

and making statistics regarding mental health resources on campus more transparent.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 

Aidan Sova 
 

1 College and University Basic Needs Insecurity: A National #RealCollege Survey Report 

https://hope4college.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/HOPE_realcollege_National_report_digital.pdf


 

 
 


